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Department of English and Philosophy
The Composition Program

Course Descriptions, Outcomes, and Projects

ENGL 0103 Introduction to Composition (4 credits)

ENGL 0103 is designed for students who need intensive review of their general English writing skills in order to increase confidence in their communication abilities and succeed in college. The course improves students’ rhetorical and organization skills for better clarity and more effective communication in the academic context. It covers a wide range of writing modes as well as grammar and sentence structure principles. Students will compose texts in different modalities and genres. In doing so, they will practice the writing process and the language and writing conventions they learn throughout the course. Will not substitute for ENGL 1010 or ENGL 1020.

By the end of this course, students should be able to:

Critical Thinking: 
· Read and discuss texts in a variety of genres and contexts to develop reasoning skills 
· Critically revise their own work and respond to peer and teacher feedback

Writing Process: 
· Demonstrate comprehension of writing as a process, including prewriting, revising, and editing
· Compose texts in digital and print media to address various audiences

Rhetorical Knowledge: 
· Write for a variety of rhetorical contexts and vary voice, tone, formality, genre, and medium accordingly
· Organize ideas rhetorically and logically 

Knowledge of Conventions
· Design and format different kinds of texts
· Use appropriate linguistic structures, including grammar, punctuation, and spelling

Reflection and Transfer
· Reflect on how learning Composition concepts is shaping their own theory of writing
· Demonstrate understanding of composition key terms
· Articulate future applications of writing knowledge and practices



Course Projects
Unit 1: Social Issue Narrative
Unit 2: Social Issue and Social/Popular Media
Unit 3: Social Issue Activist/Group
Unit 4: Final Portfolio



ENGL 1010 English Composition I (3 credits)
Prerequisite: adequate performance on departmental tests, ACT English score of 18, or passing ENGL 0103

ENGL 1010 is a first-year writing course focused on introducing students to the concepts and practices of rhetoric and composition. The course prepares students to compose texts in variety of genres for various purposes, audiences, and contexts, including digital environments. The course emphasizes analytical and critical skills: rhetorical analysis, critical thinking, argument, and reflection. Students use writing processes to draft, peer review, revise, edit, and reflect on their work. The course assignments and projects prepare students for varied writing contexts at the university and in their future professional career. 

By the end of this course, students should be able to:

Critical Thinking: 
· Read and analyze texts in different genres, media, and modalities
· Form a sound argument using evidence and examples from non-scholarly sources
· Provide critical feedback on peers’ drafts

Writing Process: 
· Develop a writing project through various invention strategies and in multiple drafts
· Practice writing as a process, including prewriting, revising, and editing
· Revise a draft according to feedback 
· Collaborate with peers to analyze and produce texts in a variety of genres and media

Rhetorical Knowledge: 
· Write for a variety of rhetorical contexts and vary voice, tone, formality, genre, and medium accordingly
· Demonstrate comprehension of composing, reflection, genre, rhetorical situation, audience in writing
· Incorporate information from sources into writing

Knowledge of Conventions
· Organize ideas rhetorically and logically
· Use basic conventions of the Modern Language Association 8th edition 
· Apply appropriate design conventions to compose digital and print texts 
· Use appropriate linguistic structures, including grammar, punctuation, and spelling to meet the reader’s expectations

Reflection and Transfer
· Reflect on how learning Composition concepts is shaping their own theory of writing
· Demonstrate understanding of composition key terms
· Articulate future applications of writing knowledge and practices

Course Projects

Unit 1: Literacy narrative
Unit 2: Analysis and Evaluation
Unit 3: Argument
Unit 4: E-Portfolio


ENGL 1020 English Composition II (3 credits)
Prerequisite: ENGL 1010, with a minimum grade of C.

ENGL 1020 is a writing course that focuses on developing academic research writing skills that students will utilize in their academic and professional contexts. The course introduces students to the methods, strategies, and skills required to conduct an informed inquiry: critical reading, critical analysis, synthesis, constructing a research-based argument, and reflection. The course is themed, and students formulate their research questions around that theme. Students also learn how to evaluate academic and non-academic sources and proper citation and documentation of sources. The course also focuses on improving oral communication skills to prepare students to share their research with various audiences. 

By the end of this course, students should be able to:

Critical Thinking:
· Explore and evaluate diverse perspectives in order to advance a specific thesis and pursue research as process of critical inquiry
· Form a sound argument using evidence and examples from a variety of sources (scholarly, primary, etc.)
· Locate and evaluate (for credibility, sufficiency, accuracy, timeliness, bias and so on) primary and secondary research materials
· Critique own and others’ writing
 
Writing Process:
· Develop a writing project through multiple drafts, and use composing processes and tools as a means to discover & reconsider ideas
· Revise a draft according to feedback
· Adapt composing processes for a variety of technologies and modalities
· Manage and sustain an inquiry-based research project
 
Rhetorical Knowledge:
· Write for a variety of rhetorical contexts and vary voice, tone, formality, genre, and medium accordingly
· Organize ideas rhetorically and logically
· Develop the rhetorical tools of inquiry and analysis to create new arguments based on careful consideration and research of multiple and diverse perspectives
 
Knowledge of Conventions
· Use citation conventions of the style guide of their discipline (MLA, APA, Chicago)
· Use appropriate linguistic structures, including grammar, punctuation, and spelling to meet the reader’s expectations
· Compose texts in digital and print media to address various audiences
· Apply appropriate design conventions to create a multimedia research presentation 

Reflection and Transfer
· Reflect on how learning Composition concepts is shaping their own theory of writing
· Demonstrate understanding of composition key terms: exigence, discourse community, critical analysis, knowledge, context, circulation
· Articulate future applications of writing knowledge and practices
 
Course Projects

A semester-long research project that includes:
Unit 1: Topic exploration and proposal
Unit 2: Annotated Bibliography
Unit 3: Research paper and presentation
Unit 4: E-Portfolio
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