
ISKME and OER
From Inception to Implementation



The Early Days of Open

● Open Educational Resources (OER) was coined at UNESCO's 2002 Forum 
on Open Courseware

● MIT Open CourseWare (OCW) was launched in 2001 and adopted the newly 
created Creative Commons licensing in the following year.

● The Cape Town Open Education Declaration was released on 22 January 
2008, urging governments and publishers to make publicly funded 
educational materials available at no charge via the internet.

● 1st World OER Congress in Paris in 2012 resulted in the Paris Declaration.
● Most recently the 2nd World OER Congress in 2017 deepened UNESCO’s 

dedication to OER.

https://ocw.mit.edu/index.htm
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
https://www.capetowndeclaration.org/
https://en.unesco.org/oer/paris-declaration


Creat ive Commons Licenses

● Introduced in 2002
● Continuum of openness
● Allows for copyright holders, 

content creators to license 
for sharing

● Creates ways to make 
intellectual property 
shareable, remixable, and 
usable



ISKME and Open

● Founded in 2002, at the same time as the Creative Commons licensed were 
released.

● Focus on researching how educators perform continuous improvement on 
curriculum over time.

● Launched OER Commons in 2007 through funding from the Hewlett 
Foundation.



OER Commons

● Launched in 2007 with funding from the Hewlett Foundation
● Close to 50,000 indexed OER records
● 270,000+ registered users



OER Commons and ISKME Services

● Ongoing social science-based research in the open education space
● Services to support state agencies, universities, and community colleges 

develop and support OER initiatives.



Finding OER: Search and Browse for Discovery

● Conduct keyword searches from the home 
page

● Filter your your results to get closer to what 
you’re looking for:
○ Standards
○ Level
○ Material Type
○ License
○ Source
○ User
○ Format
○ Educational Use
○ Language
○ Provider



Finding OER: Search and Browse for Discovery

● Browse by:
○ Subject
○ Material Type
○ Provider
○ Curated Collections

Or, build on the work of others by reviewing existing 
Groups and Hubs!



OER Commons Hubs

● “Wings” in the OER Commons public library or within a partner Microsite
● Highlight the work of an institution, NGO, organization, system, or project
● Offer a view of selected, curated resources
● Create a space for collaboration and sharing, building community
● Allow for information sharing through videos, text, and announcements.



A Start ing Point: Alabama OER Commons

● Alabama OER Commons Hub: https://www.oercommons.org/hubs/avl
● Launched in April 2019
● Hub developed to support K-Higher education in Alabama
● 103 Members
● Needs YOU!

https://www.oercommons.org/hubs/avl


Places to Visit  and Next Steps

Creative Commons Licenses: 
https://creativecommons.org/about/cclicense
s/
Where to start:

1. Create an account on OER Commons: 
https://www.oercommons.org/registratio
n

2. Join a Group, or create one: 
https://www.oercommons.org/groups/cr
eate/

3. Share a resource you’ve created or 
discovered

https://creativecommons.org/about/cclicenses/
https://www.oercommons.org/registration
https://www.oercommons.org/groups/create/


Thank You!
Contact Us:

mindy@iskme.org
@oercommons
@oer_maven

mailto:mindy@iskme.org
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