Undergraduate Research Societies

Council on Undergraduate Research

The Council on Undergraduate Research (CUR) and its affiliated colleges, universities, and
individuals share a focus on providing undergraduate research opportunities for faculty and
students at predominantly undergraduate institutions. CUR believes that faculty members
enhance their teaching and contribution to society by remaining active in research and by
involving undergraduates in research. CUR’s leadership works with agencies and foundations to
enhance research opportunities for faculty and students. CUR provides support for faculty
development. Our publications and outreach activities are designed to share successful models
and strategies for establishing and institutionalizing undergraduate research programs. We assist
administrators and faculty members in improving and assessing the research environment at their
institutions. CUR also provides information on the importance of undergraduate research to state
legislatures, private foundations, government agencies, and the U.S. Congress. CUR welcomes
faculty and administrators from all academic institutions. Our primary advocacy is in support of
faculty and students at predominantly undergraduate institutions. CUR achieves its vision through
efforts of its membership as organized in a divisional structure that includes biology, chemistry,
geosciences, mathematics and computer science, physics and astronomy, psychology, social
sciences, an at-large division that serves administrators and other disciplines, and a division for
directors of undergraduate research programs.

Definition of Undergraduate Research: An inquiry or investigation conducted by an undergraduate
student that makes an original intellectual or creative contribution to the discipline.

The Council on Undergraduate Research hosts a Registry of Undergraduate Researchers. The
purpose of this registry is to facilitate matchmaking between undergraduates who have research
experience and a desire to pursue an advanced degree, with graduate schools seeking high
quality students who are well prepared for research. The Registry is open to students and
graduate schools in the fields of Chemistry, Biochemistry, Biology, Physics/ Astronomy,
Mathematics/Computer Science, Economics, Geosciences, Engineering, Psychology, Sociology,
Humanities and Anthropology/Archaeology.

Any undergraduate may go to www.cur.org/ugreg to fill out a simple curriculum vitae form. There
is no charge to the student and records will be made available to bona fide graduate schools that
contract with CUR for this service. Organizations or companies seeking the students’ information
for other marketing purposes will not be granted access. Graduate school representatives may
contact students to invite applications or visits to the campus and laboratory, or to share
information about their research programs and financial support opportunities. Graduate schools
may provide a link to their websites, and may provide a short description of opportunities, such as
research fields and fellowships. It will also be possible for institutions to place an ad on the
database website if the content is related to the mission of CUR and the Undergraduate Registry.



